THE  EVIDENCE  OF THE SONNETS
Which, labouring for invention, bear amiss
The second burthen of a former child?
0, that record could with a backward look
Even of five hundred courses of the sun,
Show me jour image in some antique book,
Since mind at first in character was done.
That I might see what the old world would say
To this composed wonder of your frame:
Whether we are mended, or whether better they,
Or whether revolution be the same.
O, sure I am, the wits of former days
To subjects worse have given admiring praise.
Mr. Allen here finds undeniable proof that
Edward de Vere was the author of the Sonnets.
In the eleventh century his ancestor, Aubrey de
Vere,, became, in the first crusade, the central
figure of the following legend:
In the year of our Lord, 1098, Corborant, Admiral
of the Soudan of Perce (i.e. Soldan or Sultan of
Persia), was fought with at Antioch, and discomfited
by the Christianes. The night camming on yn
the chace of this Bataile, and waxing dark, the Chris-
taines being 4 miles from Antioch, God willing the
saufte of the Christianes, shewed a white starre or
molette of fyve pointes on the Christian Host, which
to every mannes sighte did lighte and arrest upon
the standard of Albry (Aubrey), their shyning
excessively.
That star, or mullet, was incorporated into the
heraldic arms of the de Veres* He proceeds;